Revised problem and hypothesis assignment

Title

Minimum Training Requirements for Ship Based Helicopter Controllers aboard a Coast Guard National Security Cutter.

Background of the problem

- The U.S. Coast Guard is purchasing an entire replacement fleet of cutters.  The new cutters will be equipped with a flight deck capable of operating various U.S. and NATO aircraft and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs).  Existing cutters employ aircraft controllers who receive their training primarily "on the job".  The newer cutters will have more advanced systems and operate in more complex airspace. On-the-job training may not be sufficient to safely operate aircraft with the National Security Cutter.

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study is to determine the minimum training level that current ship-based helicopter controllers will need to feel comfortable controlling a helicopter from the National Security cutter. Potential training tracks, listed from least expensive to most expensive, include on-the-job, correspondence course, one week facilitated course, or a multi-week resident course. The National Security Cutter will include more advanced systems, and helicopter and UAV operations will be more tightly integrated with the cutter's overall operation. On-the-job training may no longer be adequate for safe aircraft control.

Hypothesis

It is hypothesized that current ship-based helicopter controllers will require training through a correspondence course as a minimum to feel comfortable controlling a helicopter aboard the National Security Cutter.

---------------------

Response to feedback.

Dr, Thank you for the updates. I'm back from Alaska and must say this has been in interesting experience so far, trying to piece together this class between a hurricane and 3 business trips!  I'm really trying to get caught up and know this topic is pivotal to the coursework.  This is only my 3rd class in the series, so I'm just grasping at straws. It's something I've thought they needed here in Mobile for a while, so I'm motivated to look into the prospect.

I did not see the word assess in my problem, so I'll leave determine.  Unless you want to see assess instead?

Look for a list of references and at least a start at the eval this week. I plan to press through my backlog and get on the wave before Monday.  Again thanks for the understanding. It's been really wild around this part of the world.

---------------------------------

Original Problem submission:

The components of this assignment are:

        •         Title - communicates the type of research and variables under study (dependent and independent variables).

- Impact of a commuter rail line between the Mobile Regional Airport and the Mobile, AL downtown area.

        •          Background of the Problem (one paragraph) - describes the need for the study; rationale for its significance.

- Mobile, AL is engineering a social renaissance, having recently built a significant tourist hub in the downtown area centered around a convention center, civic center, major hotel, park, museum, cruise ship terminal, and government buildings. The Mobile Regional Airport is located over miles to the west. There is no reliable public transportation or shuttle service between the airport and downtown. A monorail line with stops at local shopping centers would connect the revitalized downtown area and the rapidly growing western areas of the city.

        •          Statement of the Problem (one sentence) - states the approach to solving the problem; the purpose of the study.

- The purpose of this study is to determine the impact, if any, of a commuter rail line connecting Mobile Regional Airport and the Mobile, AL downtown area.

Feedback


Subject: 
04_F3_ASCI_605_02D4: Problem Statement  Feedback  (Beale)


Date: 
October 8, 2004 4:02:22 PM CDT

Ed:

The topic is researchable, however, it needs some refinement; you need to be more specific on some areas. My comments/questions are:

1. Background of the Problem

- Over how many miles is the airport located?

2. Statement of the Problem

- Replace "determine" for "assess".

- The impact is in what terms? Be specific. Define what you mean by impact.

- Are you going to conduct a survey? If yes, is it of potential users of the commuter rail line? or who will you survey? If not, please be more specific.

Revise taking into consideration my comments and questions. Resubmit with hypothesis statement.

-------------------------------------

Original Revised problem and hypothesis assignment

Title

Increase in enplanements resulting from construction of a commuter rail line between Mobile Regional Airport and Mobile, AL downtown.

Background of the problem

- Mobile, AL is engineering a social renaissance, having recently built a significant tourist hub in the downtown area centered around a convention center, civic center, major hotel, park, museum, cruise ship terminal, and government buildings. The Mobile Regional Airport is located over 15 miles to the west. There is no reliable public transportation or shuttle service between the airport and downtown. A monorail line with stops at local shopping centers would connect the revitalized downtown area and the rapidly growing western areas of the city.

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study is to determine if building a commuter rail line connecting Mobile Regional Airport and the Mobile, AL downtown area would increase enplanements.

Hypothesis

Building a commuter rail line connecting Mobile Regional Airport to Mobile, AL downtown would increase enplanements.

