1. Describe the basic differences between quantitative and qualitative research.

Quantitative research is based on the collection and analysis of numerical information, typically collected through "pencil and paper" methods such as surveys, tests and checklists.  There is typically little personal interaction with the many participants.  This type of research is based on an assumption that the world is stable, uniform, and coherent.  The quantitative approach relies mainly on deductive reasoning, or reaching a general conclusion from specific examples.

Qualitative research assumes all information exists within a particular context, all of which have equal merit and value. There is typically protracted and intimate contact with the few participants. The approach is more process directed.  Analysis relies more on inductive reasoning, or using a general theory to predict specific results.

2a. State four purposes for conducting a review of the literature.

In research, an initial review of the literature

- Familiarizes the researcher with existing studies and materials,

- Assists in developing strategies to employ in pursuing a hypothesis,

- Helps isolate previously successful research methods, and

- Provides an overall context with which to evaluate the new research.

2b. Describe the steps in conducting a systematic review of the literature.

To systematically review the literature, the researcher should

- Generate a list of relevant "key words" and phrases to assist in the search,

- Identify potential sources of literature,

- Evaluate the sources for relevance to the intended research, to include recency and objectivity,

- Procure relevant reports,

- Summarize (abstract) the reports to help make them more manageable during research,

- Analyze the literature within the context of the intended research.

3. Indicate the library or libraries that you plan to use as primary research source for you GRP.

The Embry-Riddle online access to their Hunt Library, and the internet at large will be the my primary sources.

